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New Mexico D-STAR Academy 
WB4AEJ 
On Saturday, February 18th, 2012, the New Mexico D-STAR Academy con- 


vened at 8:00 AM at New Mexico Tech in the Mineral Science and Engineering 
Complex. Several of our MVRC members were in attendance including Dave 
Anderson (K5DLA), Fred Atkinson (WB4AEJ), Joe Gray (W5JG), Stephen Hender- 
son (N6RHH), Tracy Hooker (KA5ECS), and Rob Truitt (KE5OFK). Also attending 
was a Las Cruces area ham by the name Cliff Rogers. 

The classroom accommodated more than sixty people and it was packed to ca- 
pacity. Topics covered were: 

o D-Star background and demo. 

o Linking / call sign routing (touched on radio programming, demo, and audi- 
ence practice). 

o Third party hardware, software, and demo. 

o High speed (1.2 GHz) applications. 

o Hardware / software brainstorm session. 


o D-Star as a useful tool for Emergency Communications. 

o Ins and Outs of repeater operation and maintenance. 

o Overflow, other topics, prize drawing, and wrap-up. 

We found that D-STAR was a very well developed mode of digital communica- 
tion. It allows both voice and data to be quickly carried via a local repeater or over 
the D-STAR backbone (also known as the Internet). It uses about half of the band- 
width utilized by standard FM communications. 

You can either use a D-STAR equipped radio or add some hardware to your 
home PC and high speed Internet connections to access the D-STAR network. The 
latter is a great way to do it for people who are living in situations where they can- 
not set up an antenna. 

Though D-STAR is carried via Internet, it does not go down if the Internet goes 
down. Local communications over the local area repeater continues without delay. 
Certain parts of the nation (such as Georgia) have deployed it extensively and are 
actively using it for ARES and RACES communication. 

D-STAR can utilize servers that are known as reflectors to link multiple repeat- 
ers. Also, D-STAR is currently deployed in most parts of the world. Instruction on 
how to link and initiate communications via the repeaters were demonstrated. 

Icom America was kind enough to lend two twelve hundred megahertz D-STAR 
radios to demonstrate how they could be used to provide a data link between D- 
STAR systems. 

Much of the presentation was done by New Mexico’s own Brian Mileshosky 
(N5ZGT). We were also joined via Internet by John Davis WB4QDX of Lawrence- 
ville, GA (John was very active in the deployment of D-STAR in Georgia by secur- 
ing a grant to develop their network. He is also very active in the use of D-STAR in 
Emergency Management bearing the hats of EC for Gwinnett County ARES and 
DEC for Georgia ARES. He is considered to be one of D-STAR’s most knowledge- 
able innovators). 

Additionally, there were quite a few other volunteers who worked together to 
make this happen. We wish to express our thanks to them. The organizations pro- 
viding support for the New Mexico D-STAR Academy were Sandia National Labo- 
ratories ARC, Los Alamos D-STAR Repeater Association, Tech Amateur Radio As- 
sociation, ARRL’s New Mexico Section, Colorado Council of Amateur Radio Clubs, 
Georgia D-STAR, and Icom America. 

The Academy was dismissed in the late afternoon and everyone returned home 
with a better understanding of the D-STAR protocol and the D-STAR network. 
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Minutes not available 
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Minutes not available 
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CLUB INFORMATION 


The MVRC Clubhouse is located at the intersection of Wilt and Jefferson. To find 
the clubhouse, set your destination on your GPS receiver as 32 degrees 22.961 min- 
utes and -106 degrees 41.44 minutes. If you don't own a GPS, take the Porter exit 
on US 70. It is about 5 miles from the I 25 interchange, near the firehouse. Go 
south on Porter until you come to Jefferson. There turn left toward the mountains 
and go to Wilt. You will see the beam on the corner. The treasurer would be de- 
lighted to receive your contribution for landscaping and furnishing. More informa- 


tion at http://n5bl.org 
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JOIN THE CLUB 


To join the Mesilla Valley Radio Club, renew your membership, or to support the repeaters, please print, cut out, 
and complete the form below. Send it with dues ($35 single, $45 family per year, add $10 to receive the newsletter 
by US mail instead of e-mail) to: Treasurer, MVRC, Box 1443, Las Cruces, NM 88004. 


MESILLA VALLEY RADIO CLUB 

CALL SIGN(S) FAMILY yes _ no 
LICENSE CLASS (E, A, G, T, N) 
ARRL (Y/N) 

ARRL VE (Y/N) 
Would you like to be added to the MVRC reflector? 

NAME 

EMAIL 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY & ZIP PHONE (OPTIONAL) 
INTERESTS—Computer__  Contests___—-— Digital — Elmer __ Emergency Communications __ Field Day __ 
Packet Programs Public Service __—- Publicity = RFI Repeater Social__— License Classes _ 
Teach License Classes Volunteer Examiner Other 
SINGLE $35 FAMILY $45 


